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Joe Durkan joined the ESRI in 1969 and was a Research Officer until 1983. 
He was the main author of the Quarterly Economic Commentary from 1973-
1983. He spent 6 years in business, with DKM where he worked with two 
former ESRI colleagues (R. Kelleher and C. McCarthy); with National and 
City Brokers (NCB); and then with Coopers and Lybrand. He joined UCD as a 
lecturer in the Department of Economics in 1989 and following his retirement 
in 2002, he continued to teach at UCD. Joe returned to the ESRI on a part time 
basis in February 2011 to join the Quarterly Economic Commentary editorial 
team. 

  

 

Brian Maher is Head of Policy and Futures with Fáilte Ireland, the National 
Tourism Development Authority.  He is involved with a number of 
professional bodies both in Ireland and abroad, and is currently Vice Chairman 
of the Market Intelligence Group of the European Travel Commission (ETC) 
and a Director of the Irish Tourist Industry Confederation (ITIC). He has 
worked with national tourism administrations in many developing countries 
advising and assisting in the development of tourism research and statistics 
methodologies and data bases. 

 

  

 

Jim Deegan is an economist and Head of the Economics Department and 
Professor of Tourism Policy at the Kemmy Business School, University of 
Limerick. Jim is also Director of the National Centre for Tourism Policy 
Studies which is Ireland’s leading research centre in all facets of tourism 
policy. Over the last 20 years he has contributed research papers on many 
facets of Irish tourism policy and has undertaken research reports for many 
national and international agencies. Jim is the organiser of the conference. 

 

  

Stephen Wanhill is Professor of Tourism Economics, University of Limerick 
and a Visiting Professor at the Universities of Nottingham and Swansea. He 
has written extensively on public sector intervention in tourism, tourism impact 
methodology, and project appraisal and development in academic journals and 
books. He has acted as a tourism consultant in more than 50 countries. Steve is 
the founding editor of the Tourism Economics Journal and is a member of the 
editorial board of virtually all the main journals in the tourism field. 

  

 

Steve MacFeely is Director of Business Statistics in the Central Statistics 
Office and is responsible for the development and compilation of Agriculture, 
Construction, Industry, Services, Tourism, Transport, R&D, Innovation and 
Energy data. He is a member of the UNWTO Council and the InRoute 
Scientific Committee. 



 

Noel Sweeney is co-founder and Managing Director of TTC – Tourism and 
Transport Consult International. He is a past World President and Chairman of 
TTRA – Travel & Tourism Research Association and member of the 
Government’s Tourism Review Group. An analyst and commentator on global 
travel trends, Noel works with clients around the world and is a frequent 
speaker at international tourism conferences. He is the author of several reports 
on tourism in Ireland including the recent ITIC ‘A Changed World for Irish 
Tourism – Facing up to the Challenges of Recovery’ published August 2010, 
and the more recent ‘Tourism Opportunity – Driving Economic Renewal’ 
which explores the ‘what if’ scenarios over the next five years. 

  

 

Tony Seaton is Emeritus Professor of Tourism at the University of 
Bedfordshire and McAnally Scholar at the University of Limerick. He has a 
degree in the Social Sciences, and a Masters in Literature from Oxford 
University. He also holds a PhD. in Tourism Marketing from Strathclyde 
University. He worked in brand management with Procter and Gamble before 
moving into academia. His international marketing consultancy and research 
clients have included: UNWTO, ETC, EU, and USAID, and many national and 
regional tourist organisations. He has written/edited 5 books and published 
over 70 articles and papers. 

  

Robert Hamilton is a Product Manager at Google and is responsible for the 
development and in-life management of several Google products for mobile 
devices. Previously he worked as a strategy consultant for clients including BT, 
Shell and Virgin before founding Scan mobile in 1999. Scan raised $10m in 
June 2000 and created the world’s first SMS shopping service. When Scan was 
acquired in 2003 Robert joined Orange Group and designed new products and 
services before joining Google. 

  

Dr. Leo Varadkar, is a T.D. for Dublin West and the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport. Leo Varadkar was appointed a member of the Fine Gael 
Front Bench when first elected to the Dáil in 2007. He served initially as 
Spokesperson on Enterprise, Trade and Employment. In June 2010 he was 
appointed to the Communications, Energy and Natural Resources portfolio. 
Prior to his election to the Dáil, Leo Varadkar served as a member of Fingal 
County Council from October 2003. A native of Blanchardstown / 
Castleknock, Leo studied medicine in Trinity College where he earned a BA, 
BAO, BCh and MB in 2003. He worked in several hospitals before opting for a 
career in General Practice. He has been involved with Fine Gael for more than 
ten years. 

  

 
Olivia O’Leary has presented television and radio programmes over the last 
three decades for RTE, the BBC and ITV, and has been a political writer for 
the Irish Times and the Sunday Tribune. She also presented the “Between 
Ourselves” discussion programme for BBC Radio 4. Two collections of her 
political columns for RTE Radio 1’s ‘Drivetime’ programme have been 
published by O’Brien Press. 
 



 

Raymond Keaney is a lecturer at the Institute of Technology Tallaght where 
he is course director for the BA (Hons) in International Hospitality & Tourism 
Management. He has undertaken a range of teaching and research assignments 
in Ireland and overseas. He is a board member of South Dublin County 
Tourism and a former Director of the Irish Hospitality Institute. In addition to 
his academic and professional roles, he also provides consultancy support to 
start-up and small business client companies of South Dublin County 
Enterprise Board and Fingal Leader Partnership. 
 

  

Peter Nash is Head of Strategy Development & Insights.  Currently heading 
up the strategy development team at Tourism Ireland, Peter has held 
marketing and strategy roles in both the public and the private sector in 
Ireland.  An economist by training he lectured in UCC and was a senior 
researcher with An Foras Taluntais, now Teagasc. Peter then held a variety of 
research, marketing and strategy roles at Guinness and later Diageo Ireland. 
More recently he was head of the school of business at the National College of 
Ireland.  Peter Nash is a keen sailor and values Ireland’s temperate climate as 
it allows him to enjoy year-round racing on the east and south coasts. 

  

Fiona O’Sullivan is Managing Director of Custom Ireland, one of Ireland’s 
leading DMCs, currently holds the Presidency of the Incoming  Tour 
Operators Association  - Ireland (ITOA).  Fiona has been invoIved in tourism 
since 1987. She is also an active member of SITE and a member of the 
Educational Panel for SITE International Conference 2011. In August 2010 
Fiona  was ITIC’s nomination  to the Department of Tourism’s Renewal 
Implementation Group, chaired by the Minister for Tourism.  Fiona has visited 
China several times this year and is undertaking market research into this 
market as to how Ireland is perceived by the Chinese and how best we can 
position ourselves to succeed in this market. 

 

  

 

Dermot McLaughlin, CEO, Temple Bar Cultural Trust Ltd [TBCT] was born 
in Derry in 1961 and has been based in Dublin since 1979.  He graduated from 
Trinity College, where he was a Foundation Scholar, with a first class honours 
BA in Early & Modern Irish and in 2001 was awarded a M.Sc. in 
Organisational Behaviour. Before joining TBCT in 2003, Dermot was an 
Assistant Director of the Arts Council, responsible for grants, human 
resources and general planning and management.  Dermot is well known as a 
traditional musician, producer, broadcaster and writer. He is a director of a 
number of high profile cultural organisations including Dublin Dance Festival 
(Chairman) and the Irish Traditional Music Archive (Chairman) and in 2005-
2008 was External Examiner in traditional music performance at the 
University of Limerick. He has served on a number of other boards including 
the Irish Architectural Foundation, Rough Magic Theatre Company, the Irish 
Theatre Institute and the business association TASCQ. 


